evening, and since then severe convulsions had continued to come on every half-hour. When I saw her at two A.M. the point of the finger could hardly be introduced into the os uteri, and there did not appear to be any uterine contractions. I punctured the membranes with a common pencil, and tried to dilate the os with the finger, but with little success, on account of the want of expulsive efforts. Chloroform had been freely administered before my arrival, but the fits continued to recur regularly every half-hour. The condition of coma between them was so deep that she could not be made to swallow anything. A glance at the dirty pale, almost anasmic, countenar j of the patient was sufficient to convince us that bleeding to any J;ent was not to be thought of. I left her, with instructions I l .ould be sent for if pains appeared to commence. I was sent for at six A.M., and found the os slightly dilated, and the pains very slight. I again tried to dilate with the finger, and succeeded till it was about the size of a crown-piece. The case now dr cappie's cases of PUERPERAL CONVULSIONS.
[OCT. appeared very urgent. It was obvious that unless the patient was speedily delivered, she would soon sink from exhaustion. But the vagina was not relaxed, and the distinction between the internal and external lips of the os was not obliterated 5 that is to say, the parts were in the condition in which most eminent authorities insist that instrumental interference is not to be thought of. Still, such interference seemed to be the only chance left to the patient, and I determined to attempt delivery. In the manner to which I shall more particularly allude afterwards, I succeeded in applying the forceps ; then, by making cautious and intermitting traction on the head, and at the same time supporting and pushing back the lips of the os, I got the latter gradually to dilate. After the head had passed into the vagina, the child (dead) was born in a few minutes.
This was at eight A.M., and the patient had only two fits from that hour till four P.M., after which they did not return. In the forenoon she had a turpentine injection, which roused her sufficiently to enable her to swallow a little brandy and water, but the comatose condition continued the whole of the next day. Small quantities of stimulants and beef-tea continued to be administered to her, and after consciousness returned, her progress towards convalescence was steady. I may mention that this patient had convulsions in her first confinement; that, according to her husband's statement, she was then largely bled without the frequency of the fits being affected ; and that, though they had continued a much longer period in her present confinement, her recovery this time was as satisfactory as in her first.
I was sent for to see this patient again a few months afterwards, as she had taken a convulsion fit. She was in the third month of pregnancy, and on examination I found the ovum in the vagina.
After it was taken away there was no return of the convulsions. The first was a weakly ill-nourished anaemic woman, who evidently had not a drop of blood to spare. The second case presented a very characteristic specimen of the lymphatic temperament?plump in appearance, but soft and spiritless. I bled her to a moderate extent without any effect on the seizures, and my conviction is that I would have lessened the chances of her recovery if I had bled her to the extent frequently recommended. The third case was that of a stouter woman, with a short neck ; still there was no plethora, the circulation was quiet; there was certainly no determination of blood to the head; and the experience of the two previous cases had led me to put some faith in patient waiting.
There are a number of considerations which I think may be allowed to have weight with one before taking away from twenty to eighty ounces of blood in these cases. In the first place, it appears to me that the great danger to life lies in exhaustion; and my third case illustrates this in a marked manner. On the second day of her illness, I felt so hopeless in regard to her condition that I did not think of interfering, but I now regret very much that I did not make an effort to sustain her strength with 
